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This report has been prepared by the attorneys who participated in the statements given on 10 
October 2025, within the scope of the investigation initiated ex o�icio by the Istanbul Chief 
Public Prosecutor’s O�ice, with the aim of documenting the attack against civilian human rights 
defenders and the subsequent human rights violations.

The assault carried out by the occupying State of Israel on the Global Sumud Flotilla on 1 October 
2025, as well as the subsequent developments, are distinct in terms of scope, timing, and manner 
of intervention. Accordingly, that incident has been excluded from the scope of this report. This 
document focuses solely on the Israeli intervention against the Freedom Flotilla, the witness 
statements collected thereafter, and the identified violations of rights. It serves as supporting 
documentation for potential judicial proceedings before international mechanisms.

The report addresses legal violations identified through witness testimonies and material evidence 
at the following critical stages:

1. Unlawful intervention and use of force in international waters,
2. Transfer to port and subsequent arbitrary detention,
3. The prison stage, including detention conditions, torture, ill-treatment, and violations of 

human rights,
4. Denial of legal representation and fair trial rights, as well as violations during deportation 

and airport procedures.

The principal aim of this report is to expose the acts that have openly violated the fundamental 
principles of international law and to contribute to holding the perpetrators accountable both 
domestically and internationally. It stands as a legal and moral appeal to end impunity and prevent 
the recurrence of similar violations. The report provides a chronological examination of events, 
an assessment of witness statements and evidence, and an analysis of the findings within the 
framework of international law norms—particularly international humanitarian law and human 
rights law.

1. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1. Purpose and Legal Scope of the Report

1.2. Purpose and Humanitarian Mission of the Freedom Flotilla

1

Civil society organizations and human rights defenders from various countries formed the 
Freedom Flotilla Coalition (FFC) to deliver essential humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza, break 
the unlawful blockade imposed by Israel since 2007, expose violations of international law, and 
raise global moral awareness.

The Flotilla, representing a legitimate civil resistance action against Israel’s unlawful blockade 
and mechanism of collective punishment, operates peacefully and constitutes a 
civilian-humanitarian initiative protected under international law. The Freedom Flotilla Coalition 
is a global civil society initiative organized independently of governments and political parties, 
grounded in principles of non-violence, humanitarianism, and international law.

In an environment where international mechanisms have proven insu�icient to prevent genocide 
and mass starvation, the Flotilla seeks to mobilize global civil society to ensure the survival of 
two million civilians living in Gaza. Civilians there continue to live under conditions amounting to 
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raise global moral awareness.

The Flotilla, representing a legitimate civil resistance action against Israel’s unlawful blockade 
and mechanism of collective punishment, operates peacefully and constitutes a 
civilian-humanitarian initiative protected under international law. The Freedom Flotilla Coalition 
is a global civil society initiative organized independently of governments and political parties, 
grounded in principles of non-violence, humanitarianism, and international law.

In an environment where international mechanisms have proven insu�icient to prevent genocide 
and mass starvation, the Flotilla seeks to mobilize global civil society to ensure the survival of 
two million civilians living in Gaza. Civilians there continue to live under conditions amounting to 

genocide, caused by the protracted land, air, and sea blockade. Israel’s policy of using starvation 
as a method of warfare has rendered the unlawful blockade one of the core instruments of 
genocidal practice. In this respect, the Flotilla represents a global humanitarian and moral civil 
society initiative opposing Israel’s inhumane and unlawful blockade of the Gaza Strip since 2007, 
particularly the genocidal-scale assaults following 7 October 2023. This blockade constitutes 
not only a prohibited form of collective punishment under international law but also a grave 
violation of the right to access humanitarian assistance and the Palestinian people’s inalienable 
right to self-determination.

The Flotilla comprised vessels carrying essential humanitarian supplies, including food, medical 
equipment, and other aid materials. The majority of volunteers were doctors, nurses, health 
professionals, and journalists—responding to Israel’s suppression of truth and deliberate targeting 
of hospitals, which rendered medical treatment impossible. The Flotilla, which is entirely civilian 
and peaceful in nature, operated within the framework of the right to freedom of navigation in 
international waters.

The Freedom Flotilla, consisting of a total of nine vessels—including the M/V Conscience, flying 
the flag of Timor-Leste, which departed from the port of Otranto, Italy on 30 September 2025, 
and eight vessels flying Italian and French flags that departed from the port of Catania on 28 
September 2025—carried 144 participants from 25 di�erent countries. On 8 October 2025, the 
flotilla was unlawfully intercepted by forces of the Israeli occupation army, and all passengers 
were forcibly detained. This attack against the Flotilla represents a grave breach of international 
humanitarian law and fundamental human rights.

While the Flotilla was navigating fully in accordance with international law—completely unarmed 
and non-threatening—it was unlawfully intercepted in stages by Israeli military units as of 
approximately 04:34 Gaza Time on 8 October 2025. According to passenger statements, the 
intervention occurred while the Flotilla was in international waters, at the coordinates 
31.809550°N, 32.081880°E, approximately 120 nautical miles (220 km) from Gaza and 18–24 
nautical miles from Egyptian territorial waters, within Egypt’s contiguous zone. It has been 
determined that Israeli soldiers, accompanied by Israeli military helicopters and assault boats, 
boarded the flotilla vessels in international waters, forcibly taking control in a manner that violated 
the freedom of navigation guaranteed under international law.

2. ILLEGAL INTERVENTION AND USE OF FORCE IN
     INTERNATIONAL WATERS

2.1. Course of the Military Intervention Against the Flotilla

Israeli security forces arbitrarily detained passengers, who were standing with their hands raised, 
seized control of the vessels, and disrupted all communication through the use of signal jammers. 
During unlawful searches, Israeli soldiers confiscated all humanitarian aid supplies, technological 
equipment, and certain personal belongings of passengers without their consent.

2.2. Use of Force, Threats, and Violence Against the Crew
         and Passengers
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After approximately 12–13 hours of travel under the supervision of Israeli soldiers, the Flotilla’s 
passengers arrived at the Port of Ashdod, where, from the moment of disembarkation, they 
were subjected to acts and treatment in violation of international law and international 
humanitarian law. While being held at the port, passengers were restrained with their hands 
cu�ed behind their backs and forced to maintain humiliating and degrading positions for extended 
periods. The following acts were systematically applied:

• Forced kneeling,
• Simultaneous physical pressure applied to the arms and head,
• Being held in a degrading position for approximately two hours,
• Exposure to physical violence, including kicks and punches, and verbal threats.

It was further reported that the physical conditions of the detention hall were incompatible with 
human dignity. The area was overcrowded, poorly ventilated, and wholly unfit for prolonged 
confinement. Such treatment constitutes a violation of the prohibition against inhuman and degrading 
treatment, both physically and psychologically. Detainees were subjected to procedures infringing 
upon human dignity, including full or partial strip searches. During these processes, a substantial 
portion of their personal belongings was unlawfully confiscated and never returned.

3. RIGHTS VIOLATIONS DURING TRANSFER TO PORT AND
     FORCIBLE DETENTION

3.1. Procedures Applied Upon Arrival at the Port

During the transfer to the prison facility, detainees were tightly blindfolded, restrained with their 
hands behind their backs, and subjected to physical pressure that impeded normal breathing. 
Passengers reported being exposed to physical violence and threats throughout the journey 
and stated that they were taken to a facility known to them as Ketziot Prison. It was also reported 
that the transport vehicle’s air conditioning was set to an extremely cold level, with intensely 
cold air blowing directly on the detainees, and that water was dripping from the vents, further 
exacerbating their discomfort.

3.2. Transfer to the Prison Facility

3

Detainees reported that they were subjected to physical force when they objected to the illegality 
of the searches. Documented acts of ill-treatment included the use of brute force, battery, and 
dragging. In addition, detainees were systematically denied their rights to communicate with 
family members, access essential food and water, obtain necessary medical care (including 
medication), and perform religious practices. Until their arrival at the Port of Ashdod, passengers 
were confined in airless compartments, prohibited from speaking with one another, and subjected 
to continuous verbal abuse and threats by military personnel.

The detained activists further stated that soldiers occasionally recorded video footage in which 
actions were staged or misrepresented, and that some of the personnel involved in the operation 
were Turkish-speaking.
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During the transfer and detention process, detainees were subjected to physical violence, 
including beatings, slaps, and blows with rifle butts. They were continuously exposed to insulting, 
degrading, and abusive language, and instances of racial discrimination were identified. For 
example, a Tunisian passenger was reportedly separated from the group and beaten for allegedly 
failing to comply with unlawful orders issued by soldiers, and subsequently held in solitary 
confinement for 24 hours.

4. PRISON STAGE AND CONDITIONS OF DETENTION

4.1. Systematic Violence and Humiliation

Upon entry into the prison facility, detainees were fully stripped and forced to wear standard 
prison clothing, subjected to demeaning searches conducted in a humiliating and degrading 
manner. These procedures included strip searches that violated human dignity. Turkish nationals, 
in particular, were subjected to profanities and slurs, including remarks such as “Terrorist from 
Turkey” and “Erdoğan’s dogs”.

4.2. Degrading Conduct and Strip Searches

Detention conditions fell below basic hygiene and minimum human rights standards. Detainees 
were deprived of food, water, and sleep for nearly 24 hours. Systematic inhumane practices 
included exposure to constant bright lights, loud and disruptive broadcasts, and intentionally 
cold air conditioning. Some detainees were held in cells for more than 9 hours, with many reporting 
severe headaches and near-fainting due to dehydration.

4.3. Poor Living Conditions, and Restriction of Food and Water

Detainees were continuously subjected to psychological coercion, intimidation, and fear-inducing 
practices. Reports indicate that the cells were intensely lit, and loudspeakers were kept on 
continuously, emitting static noise, shouting, and high-volume broadcasts. In some instances, 
cell doors were violently struck to deliberately disrupt sleep. Allegations also exist that a gas-like 
substance with sedative or stimulating e�ects was released in the cells.

Psychological pressure extended beyond these methods; broadcasts containing Israeli propaganda 
and marching songs were played over loudspeakers. In particular, reports indicate that the screams 
of Palestinian detainees were broadcast to instill fear and humiliation, deliberately aiming to break 
the will of the detainees. Strong testimonies suggest that these practices caused both physical and 
psychological harm and were systematically employed as a method of coercion.

4.4. Psychological Pressure and Threats

Detainees were prevented from practicing their religion, and those wishing to pray were humiliated. 
Requests for medical assistance were denied, and access to medication and medical care was 
obstructed, despite the presence of individuals with chronic illnesses and injuries among the detained 
passengers. One detainee who had recently undergone surgery was reportedly forced to squat and 
told, “There is no doctor for you here” denying access to necessary medical treatment and constituting 
a violation of the right to health.

4.5. Denial of Access to Health Care and Freedom of Worship
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All personal belongings of the detainees, including passports, identification documents, money, and 
electronic devices, were unlawfully confiscated. Although a portion of the passports was later 
returned, the crew members’ certificates and various other personal items were not restituted. This 
constitutes a direct violation of the right to property and involves practices akin to pillage. Statements 
indicate that the process of returning the confiscated items was systematically obstructed.

4.6. Confiscation of Personal Belongings, Documents,
and Identification

Only a portion of the detainees were allowed to meet with their attorneys one day after being 
taken into custody and held arbitrarily. Passengers of the Flotilla who requested to notify their 
families or contact the embassies of their respective countries were denied such rights. Due to 
the absence of interpreter support, significant communication barriers arose between the 
detainees and their attorneys, preventing them from receiving adequate and e�ective legal 
assistance.

Meetings with consular o�icials were generally brief and occurred only immediately prior to 
release. Several testimonies indicate that detainees were returned directly to their cells following 
these meetings, suggesting that the consular interviews were conducted in a largely symbolic 
manner rather than fulfilling their protective and legal function.

5. DENIAL OF LEGAL REPRESENTATION AND THE RIGHT TO
     A FAIR TRIAL

5.1. Denial of Access to Consular and Legal Assistance

Passengers of the Flotilla who spoke Arabic or English were informed that “if they signed a statement 
acknowledging that they had violated Israeli borders, they would be able to return to their countries 
within 72 hours; otherwise, it would be unknown when they could return”. Some reported being 
coerced into signing documents—comprising deportation orders, administrative supervision forms, 
and early release statements—whose contents they only learned afterward, and were threatened 
with indefinite detention if they refused. These documents were prepared in Hebrew or English, and 
their contents were not explained to the passengers. One Turkish citizen, for instance, was confined 
in the same clothes in a dark room for three days and subjected to physical and psychological abuse 
for refusing to sign. In other words, detainees were e�ectively compelled under threat to sign 
documents in order to secure their release and return to their countries.

5.2. Forced Signing of Documents

Some detainees were subjected to brief nocturnal interrogations, during which individuals described 
as judicial o�icers asked only questions regarding identity and nationality, without presenting any 
formal charges. These interrogations were conducted largely without the presence of attorneys or 
interpreters, and no o�icial records or transcripts were provided. Detainees referred to these procedures 
as “Midnight Courts,” which appeared to serve no genuine judicial purpose, functioning instead as 
a coercive mechanism to compel detainees into signing documents or confessions.

5.3. Arbitrary Judicial Practices
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During the deportation transfer to the airport, detainees were subjected to degrading transportation 
methods, including being handcu�ed, forced to kneel, and kept with their heads down. Ill-treatment 
occurred in enclosed, caged vehicles through deliberate exposure to extreme cold, insu�icient ventilation, 
and intentional sleep deprivation by issuing warnings every 15 minutes. All detainees, including individuals 
with parliamentary status, were transported in a humiliating and inhumane manner.

6. ILL-TREATMENT DURING DEPORTATION AND TRANSFER
     TO THE AIRPORT

6.1. Transfer in Handcu�s and Physical Violence

It was reported that personal belongings were not returned prior to boarding the plane. Some passports 
were handed over at the last moment, while money and electronic devices were confiscated by security 
forces and not returned. Activists were reportedly held without sleep or food for periods ranging from 60 
to 70 hours. Some detainees were so weakened that they nearly fell on the stairs, and in other instances, 
individuals were deliberately pushed by a soldier while ascending the airplane stairs.

6.2. Non-Return of Personal Belongings and Harsh
Detention Conditions

When the military intervention carried out against the Freedom Flotilla on 8 October 2025 and the 
subsequent treatment of those on board are assessed in light of witness statements and material 
evidence, it is concluded that these actions constitute a series of grave and systematic violations of 
the fundamental norms of international law and humanitarian law. This incident cannot be considered 
an isolated occurrence; rather, it represents a deliberate attack against a civilian and peaceful 
humanitarian aid mission protected under international law. Indeed, this intervention constitutes a 
continuation of similar assaults targeting the Mavi Marmara ship and other flotillas seeking to deliver 
humanitarian aid to Gaza in 2010, thereby representing yet another example of Israel’s systematic 
attacks perpetuated under a prevailing climate of impunity.

7. CONCLUSION AND LEGAL ASSESSMENT

The identified unlawful acts, in chronological order, amount to violations of the following 
international norms:
1. Violation of International Maritime Law and the Prohibition on the Use of Force
• The forcible intervention against civilian and peaceful vessels in international waters constitutes 

a serious breach of the freedom of navigation guaranteed under Articles 87 and 90 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

• The detention of a civilian flotilla through armed force contravenes the prohibition on the 
use of force enshrined in Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter and constitutes an unlawful 
use of force that cannot be justified on any legitimate grounds.

2.   Systematic Violation of the Prohibition of Torture and Ill-Treatment
The use of severe physical violence, threats, forced strip searches, humiliating postures, restrictions 
on access to food and water, and psychological coercion against flotilla members violated the 
prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment under Articles 1 and 16 of the 

7.1. Summary of Fundamental Legal Violations
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Note: The testimonies, statements, and other references forming the basis of this report remain confidential and cannot
be publicly disclosed due to privacy concerns and the sensitivity of the matter.

As these acts were committed by state agents, they directly engage the international responsibility 
of the concerned state pursuant to the Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally 
Wrongful Acts (ARSIWA). This responsibility entails obligations to provide reparations and ensure 
access to individual compensation for victims, to conduct e�ective investigations into the unlawful 
acts, and to hold those responsible accountable under international law.

Given the gravity of the violations and the serious threat posed to the rule of international law 
and the inviolability of human dignity:
1. The findings of this incident should be urgently brought before the United Nations Human 

Rights Council, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, and other relevant international human 
rights mechanisms.

2. Considering the flag state status of Timor-Leste, a State Party to the Rome Statute, the nature 
of the intervention should be examined by the International Criminal Court (ICC).

3. Relevant states and international mechanisms must, within their international legal obligations, 
conduct e�ective investigation into the perpetrators of these acts and ensure that those 
responsible are brought to justice.

4. Victims should be granted access to e�ective remedies and compensation mechanisms at 
both national and international levels.

The purpose of this report is not merely to document violations but to rea�irm the commitment 
to uphold the supremacy of international law, the inviolability of human dignity, and the legitimacy 
of civilian humanitarian solidarity.

7.3. Suggestions

7.2. International Responsibility and Accountability

7

United Nations Convention against Torture (CAT) and general norms of humanitarian 
law.dışı/aşağılayıcı muamele yasağını ihlal etmiştir.

3.   Denial of Fundamental Legal Safeguards:
• The prolonged detention of individuals without legal justification violated the right to liberty 

and security of person as protected under Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR).

• The deliberate obstruction of access to legal counsel and consular representatives deprived the 
detainees of the essential guarantees of the right to a fair trial under Article 14 of the ICCPR.

4.   Violation of Property Rights and Protected Statuses:
• The confiscation of personal belongings, electronic devices, and money without consent 

constituted a direct violation of international norms on the protection of property rights.
• The mistreatment of activists, including members of parliament and journalists, also breached 

the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and the international standards 
governing parliamentary immunity.
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